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Lasianthus giganteus Naiki (Rubiaceae), first found in Cambodia, was recently discovered in central 
Vietnam and southern Thailand. We describe the floral morphology of this species for the first time. 
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Lasianthus giganteus Naiki was described 
based on plants from Bokor National Park, Kam- 
pot Province, Cambodia (Naiki et al. 2015). As a 
small tree, it is distinct from other species of La¬ 
sianthus by its thick, coriaceous, larger leaves 
(21-31 x 9-11 cm) and many persistent bracts and 
bracteoles densely covered with brown hairs, and 
large conical fruits 12 mm long and 10 mm in 
diam. Until now, it was known only from the type 
locality, but we discovered it in Bach Ma National 
Park, Thua Thien Hue Province, Central Vietnam 
in June 2015 (Fig. 1). We also identified speci¬ 
mens from Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam in 
the herbaria E and P as L. giganteus (Fig. 1). 

Since the description of Naiki et al. (2015) 
lacks a description of the flowers, we provide that 
information for the first time based on our newly 
collected material. 

Lasianthus giganteus Naiki, Acta Phytotax. 
Geobot. 66: 165 (2015). —Fig. 2. 

Typus. Cambodia. Bokor National Park, S. Tagame, 
K. Fuse, & H.N. Choeun 4279 (holo-KYO!; iso-K, her¬ 
barium of the Forest Administration of Cambodia!). 



Fig. 1. Distribution of Lasianthus giganteus Naiki. Circle 
indicates type locality; stars indicated newly discovered 
localities. 
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Fig. 2. Lasianthus giganteus Naiki ( Yahara et al. V2975, KYO): A. branch; B. stipule, bracts and portion of abaxial leaf sur¬ 
face; C. flower, stipule (st) and bracts (*); D. flower. 


Specimens examined. Cambodia. Mt. de l’Elephant, 2 
Dec. 1933, E. Poilane 23027 (P). Thailand. Nakhon Si 
Thammarat, Nam Tok Yong National Park, 950 m, 9 Feb. 
2005, L. W. Williams 1291 (E). Vietnam. Mt. Bani, An- 
nam, May-Jul. 1927, J. Clemens & M. S. Clemens 3654 
(P); Mt. Bach Ma, 30 Aug. 1941, J. E. Vidal 1052A (P); 
Bach Ma National Park, 1285 m, 29 Jun. 2015, T. Yahara 
et al. V2722 (DLU, FU, the herbarium of Bach Ma Na¬ 
tional Park); 1407 m, 29 Jun. 2015, T. Yahara et al. V2975 
[fls.] (Fig. 2: DLU, FU, KYO, herbarium of Bach Ma Na¬ 


tional Park). 

Description of flowers (Fig. 2C and D, and 
Fig. 3). Pedicel glabrous, 0.3-0.8 mm long; calyx 
tube campanulate, 2.5-3.5 mm long, 3-4 mm in 
diam., densely sericeous; calyx lobes 5, triangu¬ 
lar, 2-2.5 mm long, apex acute, both surfaces 
deeply sericeous; corolla white, salverform; tube 
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Fig. 2. Line drawing of flower of Lasianthus giganteus Naiki (based on Yahara et al. V2975, KYO): A. pistil and calyx; B: co¬ 
rolla split open. Drawn by M. Tagane. 


ca. 16 mm long, 3-4.5 mm in diam., outside 
deeply sericeous with spreading hairs, inside up¬ 
per half of tube deeply pubescent with upwardly 
pointing hairs 0.5-1 mm long except on the up¬ 
permost sparsely pubescent part; corolla lobes 5, 
valvate in bud, recurved when open, oblong, ca. 5 
mm long, outside sericeous with spreading hairs, 
inside sparsely pubescent, apex acute, with horn¬ 


like indexed appendage near apex; stamens 5, 
white; filaments 11-12 mm long, adnate to corolla 
tube except for upper 2-3 mm, glabrous; anther 
narrowly oblong, located at base of corolla lobes, 
ca. 2 mm long, dorsifixed; style filiform, ca. 17 
mm long, glabrous, stigma lobes 5, 0.5-0.8 mm 
long. 
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Note. Lasianthus giganteus is occasional in semi- 
shaded primary evergreen forests at higher eleva¬ 
tions on Mt. Bach Ma. 
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